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The Israeli regime and the crime of apartheid
Prepared By: Mohammad Atef Arekat

Supervisor: Dr. Munir Nussaibeh

Abstract

The crime of apartheid is one of the most complex international crimes. There are many
different components within the crime, thus making it difficult to determine exactly what
constitutes the crime of apartheid under international law, especially since this term has
not been used in any state other than South Africa. In order to prove a crime, there needs
to be enough substantial evidence as to what has happened over a span of time.

This thesis will examine the question, “Is the Israeli regime an apartheid regime?” In
answering this question, there is a detailed presentation of the evidence and legal facts
about the history of the land of Palestine. This will demonstrate the majority of Israeli
practices that illustrate the existence of a racist regime in Palestine.

In the first chapter of the thesis, the amount of Israeli power on the land is evident, which
reveals the Israeli presence in the country is far from being a mere temporary occupation,
but rather a permanent systematic presence aimed at expansion.

As for the second part of the thesis, it will deal with the analysis of these facts based on
established rules in international law. The paper reviews the concept and elements of the
crime of apartheid and its place in international law by reviewing international
agreements and decisions that dealt with this matter, most notably, the International
Convention for the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.

Then, the paper searches for the extent of compulsory prohibition of apartheid, which is
shown by the research of the crime of apartheid based on the rules of customary law to
find out whether the ban is a peremptory rule of international law that may not be
violated or not.

After the study explores legal texts, it aims at shining a light on Israeli practices through a
detailed examination of the provable elements of criminality in the Israeli system. It
reviews the substantive Israeli actions in light of the material element of the apartheid
crime and the intent of the hegemony of the Israeli regime in light of the moral element

&



of the crime, thus analyzing some less solid concepts such as domination and power,
which is a basic condition for the ability to carry out these crimes.

The researcher concludes that the Israeli regime has built all its foundations required to
be an apartheid regime, whose horror exceeds the previous apartheid regime in South
Africa, which the paper will prove with multifaceted arguments and comparisons.
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